Regarding the press conference on “CUHK and MicroSigX partner to launch a
breakthrough test aiding early autism diagnosis offering 200 free test quotas”,
please find below the media reports.

Media Attendance

11 media outlets attended the press conference, details tabulated below.

Electronic, Print & Online Media
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University Website

(English) https://www.cpr.cuhk.edu.hk/en/press/cuhk-and-microsigx-partner-to-
launch-a-breakthrough-test-aiding-early-autism-diagnosis-offering-200-free-test-

quotas/

(Chinese) https://www.cpr.cuhk.edu.hk/tc/press/cuhk-and-microsigx-partner-to-
launch-a-breakthrough-test-aiding-early-autism-diagnosis-offering-200-free-test-

quotas/

CU Medicine Website

(English) https://www.med.cuhk.edu.hk/press-releases/cuhk-and-microsigx-partner-to-
launch-a-breakthrough-test-aiding-early-autism-diagnosis-offering-200-free-test-

quotas

(Chinese) https://www.med.cuhk.edu.hk/tc/press-releases/cuhk-and-microsigx-
partner-to-launch-a-breakthrough-test-aiding-early-autism-diagnosis-offering-200-free-

test-quotas

Social media posts

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1DHnNCLrmc/

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/p/DSXHBI-

jpcC/?utm source=ig web copy link&igsh=MzRIODBINWFIZA==

Threads:
https://www.threads.com/@cuhkmedicine/post/DSXH8uGCUQ6?xmt=AQF0zgJulHsZA8zL t
OwbKUC2xG30L75 XEvoi72WXul7g

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7407006147444002816

X/ Twitter: https://x.com/CUHKMedicine/status/2001238755257278478?s=20

Weibo: https://weibo.com/7768463285/QiQkX60se
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Opening remarks by SITl at "CUHK and MicroSigX partner to launch breakthrough
test aiding early autism diagnosis" (Info.gov.hk)
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CUHK develops stool test for autism (RTHK English — with video)

HK enhances innovation to lead global tech hub (RTHK English — with video)
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CU Medicine to launch gut microbiome testing for autism risk, free tests for 200
children (The Standard)
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CUHK and MicroSigX Launch Innovative Test for Early Autism Diagnosis (Bastille
Post Global)
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32. Chinese University of Hong Kong, MicroSigX Partner to Offer Microbiome Autism
Risk Test (Genomeweb)

33. Chinese University of Hong Kong, MicroSigX Partner to Offer Microbiome Autism
Risk Test (SCMP)

Reports on Dec 18
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38. CU Medicine to launch breakthrough tech detecting autism risk for children (The
Standard)
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Opening remarks by SITl at "CUHK and MicroSigX partner to launch breakthrough
test aiding early autism diagnosis"

Following are the opening remarks by the Secretary for Innovation, Technology and
Industry, Professor Sun Dong, at the "CUHK and MicroSigX partner to launch
breakthrough test aiding early autism diagnosis" today (December 17):

Professor Chan (Choh-Ming Li Professor of Medicine and Therapeutics of the the
Faculty of Medicine of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, Professor Francis Chan),
Professor Ng (Associate Dean (Research) of the Faculty of Medicine of the Chinese
University of Hong Kong and Croucher Professor of Medical Sciences, Professor Siew
Ng), distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

Good morning. | am pleased to join the Faculty of Medicine of CUHK (Chinese



University of Hong Kong) at the launch of its groundbreaking innovation in early
detection of autism spectrum disorder (ASD). Congratulations to CUHK Faculty of
Medicine and MicroSigX on your achievements, which once again exemplify the fruitful
outcomes of our collaborative efforts in innovation and technology (I1&T).

The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government is firmly committed to
developing Hong Kong into an international I&T centre. This vision builds on our
flourishing life and health technology research, underpinned by the close collaboration
among the Government, industry, academia, and research sectors. We have been
channeling more funding support into our universities for commercialising their
research and development (R&D) outcomes through various initiatives such as the
Research, Academic and Industry Sectors One-plus Scheme launched in 2023. The
Scheme has been well received by universities as well as the industry sector. Since its
inception, a total of 49 projects were supported in the first two rounds, covering various
technological fields including health and medical sciences, new materials and new
energy, artificial intelligence and robotics, etc, with the total funding amounting to over
$2 billion.

Another major I&T initiative of the Government to develop Hong Kong into an
international I&T centre is the InnoHK Research Clusters. InnoHK leverages Hong
Kong's advantages as an international city to promote global I&T co-operation and bring
together leading researchers from around the world to conduct R&D in collaboration
with local universities. The Government has encouraged the research centres under
InnoHK to further increase the adoption rate of R&D projects, promote recognition in
the industry and accelerate technology transfer and commercialisation of R&D
outcomes. It is worth noting that MicroSigX's technology is in part underpinned by the
research conducted at Microbiota I-Center, a research centre established under
InnoHK. We are happy to see that our research centres under InnoHK are turning
upstream R&D into real application and products in the market.

Today's pilot initiative not only marks a milestone in commercialisation of research
and development outcomes, but also benefits the underprivileged local families by
providing free tests to those in need with the assistance of non-governmental
organisations. This is exactly our ultimate goal in promoting I&T: harnessing
technological breakthroughs to benefit our society as a whole. We genuinely hope that
advances in technology will bring meaningful benefits for society at large and improve
people's quality of life.

The Government will continue to provide robust policy and support to enhance the
overall I&T ecosystem in Hong Kong and develop Hong Kong into an international I&T
centre. Let us work hand in hand to realise this vision. Thank you.
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CUHK develops stool test for autism

Chinese University's faculty of medicine on Wednesday launched what it described as
pioneering technology designed to assess the risk of autism spectrum disorder (ASD) in
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children.

Developed in collaboration with the CUHK spin-off MicroSigX Biotech Diagnostic, the
world’s first “Al-Powered Multikingdom Microbial Biomarkers Technology” aims to
enable earlier intervention and support for at-risk families.

According to researchers, more than 22,000 children in Hong Kong have been
diagnosed with ASD.

Waits to see a specialist for children displaying suspected autism symptoms can
stretch for years, leaving many families in a state of uncertainty and anxiety.

Siew Ng, associate dean of research at CU Medicine and Croucher Professor of Medical
Sciences, said that there has been no simple diagnostic tool for ASD until now.

She said the new technology offers a non-invasive method using a stool test, with
results available within two to three weeks.

“By looking into the stools of children with autism, we are able to identify certain very
special and unique features in the microbiome,” Ng said.

“We can now use artificial intelligence to transform this into a technology and the tests
that parents can basically just use athome.”

A pilot initiative will begin in January 2026, providing free testing to 200 eligible
preschool children between 18 months and four years old who show suspected ASD
symptoms but have not yet received a formal diagnosis.

The team plans to make the test available to the general public by the third quarter of
next year.

In addition, CU Medicine will establish an “Advancement Centre for Autism” to develop
training programmes for community healthcare professionals.

The centre aims to promote practical knowledge on autism assessment and to
integrate medical, social, family and educational support.

(with video) https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/en/component/k2/1836437-20251217.htm
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HK enhances innovation to lead global tech hub

Hong Kong is strengthening its innovation and technology (1&T) ecosystem as part of its
push to become a leading international I&T hub, Secretary for Innovation, Technology
and Industry Sun Dong said on Wednesday.

Sun was speaking at the launch ceremony of a new technology for the early detection of
autism spectrum disorder in children launched by Chinese University's Faculty of
Medicine and MicroSigX.

"This vision builds on our flourishing life and health technology research, underpinned
by the close collaboration among the government, industry, academia and research
sectors," he said.

To fuel this growth, Sun said authorities are directing more funding to help local
universities commercialise their research outcomes.

He highlighted two key initiatives, which include the Research, Academic and Industry
Sectors One-plus Scheme, which has so far supported 49 projects in the first two
rounds across fields like health sciences, new materials, artificial intelligence and
robotics, with total funding exceeding HK$2 billion.

The other, he said, being the InnoHK initiative, which fosters global collaboration by
attracting top researchers to work with local institutions and promotes technology
transfer.

"It is worth noting that MicroSigX's technology is in part underpinned by the research
conducted at Microbiota I-Centre, a research centre established under InnoHK," he
said.

"We are happy to see that our research centres under InnoHK are turning upstream
R&D into real application and products in the market."

The ultimate goal, he emphasised, is to advance I&T and harness technological
breakthroughs for the benefit of society as a whole.
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CU Medicine to launch gut microbiome testing for autism risk, free tests for 200
children

The Chinese University of Hong Kong’s Faculty of Medicine (CU Medicine) will launch a
program next year offering free gut microbiome testing to 200 children to help assess
the risk of autism spectrum disorder (ASD).

The initiative is based on a collaboration between CU Medicine and its spin-off
company, MicroSigX Biotech Diagnostic, which has developed what it describes as the
world’s first “Al-powered multikingdom microbial biomarkers technology” designed to
support early intervention for high-risk cases.

The technology builds on earlier CU Medicine research that found children with ASD
showed delayed gut microbiome maturity compared with typically developing children.

The test requires a small stool sample to measure microbial characteristics, including
bacteria, archaea, and viruses. The data are analyzed using artificial intelligence to
generate an ASD risk score for each child.

Test results will be available within two to three weeks. A negative result indicates that
ASD can be ruled out, with a predictive value of more than 95 percent.

In January, the research team will partner with a non-profit organization to roll out a
pilot program offering free testing to 200 eligible preschool children aged between 18
months and four years who show suspected signs of autism but have not yet received a
formal diagnosis.


https://www.hk01.com/article/60304459?utm_source=01articlecopy&utm_medium=referral
https://www.hk01.com/article/60304459?utm_source=01articlecopy&utm_medium=referral

The test is expected to be made available to the public in the third quarter of next year,
with the aim of helping parents detect autism in their children at an early stage.

Associate Dean (Research) and Croucher Professor in Medical Sciences Ng Siew-chien
said most children with ASD show symptoms between the ages of one and one and a
half, but many do not receive a formal diagnosis until around age three.

She added that the patented technology received certification under the Breakthrough
Devices Program of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration last year, recognizing its
potential as an innovative adjunct diagnostic tool.

Sandra Chan Sau-man, professor in the Department of Psychiatry, said the test could
provide doctors with clinical reference data to help rule out low-risk cases, easing
parents’ concerns and allowing resources to be focused on higher-risk groups.

Francis Chan Ka-leung, professor of Medicine and Therapeutics, said the pilot scheme
will prioritize families with financial difficulties, while the test will be offered at an
affordable price when it becomes publicly available in the third quarter of next year. He
added that, in the longer term, the team hopes to promote the test in overseas markets.

CU Medicine also plans to establish an Advancement Centre for Autism to provide
training for community healthcare professionals and offer more comprehensive
support for families.

https://www.thestandard.com.hk/hong-kong-news/article/319554/
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CUHK and MicroSigX Launch Innovative Test for Early Autism Diagnosis

Opening remarks by SITl at "CUHK and MicroSigX partner to launch breakthrough test
aiding early autism diagnosis"

Following are the opening remarks by the Secretary for Innovation, Technology and
Industry, Professor Sun Dong, at the "CUHK and MicroSigX partner to launch
breakthrough test aiding early autism diagnosis" today (December 17):

Professor Chan (Choh-Ming Li Professor of Medicine and Therapeutics of thethe Faculty
of Medicine of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, Professor Francis Chan), Professor
Ng (Associate Dean (Research) of the Faculty of Medicine of the Chinese University of
Hong Kong and Croucher Professor of Medical Sciences, Professor Siew Ng),
distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

Good morning. | am pleased to join the Faculty of Medicine of CUHK (Chinese
University of Hong Kong) at the launch of its groundbreaking innovation in early
detection of autism spectrum disorder (ASD). Congratulations to CUHK Faculty of
Medicine and MicroSigX on your achievements, which once again exemplify the fruitful
outcomes of our collaborative efforts in innovation and technology (I1&T).

The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government is firmly committed to
developing Hong Kong into an international I&T centre. This vision builds on our
flourishing life and health technology research, underpinned by the close collaboration
among the Government, industry, academia, and research sectors. We have been
channeling more funding support into our universities for commercialising their
research and development (R&D) outcomes through various initiatives such as the
Research, Academic and Industry Sectors One-plus Scheme launched in 2023. The
Scheme has been well received by universities as well as the industry sector. Since its
inception, a total of 49 projects were supported in the first two rounds, covering various


https://www.bastillepost.com/hongkong/article/15515215-%E5%AD%AB%E6%9D%B1%EF%BC%9A%E3%80%8C%E7%94%A2%E5%AD%B8%E7%A0%941%E8%A8%88%E5%8A%83%E3%80%8D%E5%85%B1%E8%B3%87%E5%8A%A949%E5%80%8B%E9%A0%85%E7%9B%AE-%E6%B6%8920%E5%84%84%E7%BE%8E%E5%85%83
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technological fields including health and medical sciences, new materials and new
energy, artificial intelligence and robotics, etc, with the total funding amounting to over
$2 billion.

Another major I&T initiative of the Government to develop Hong Kong into an
international I&T centre is the InnoHK Research Clusters. InnoHK leverages Hong
Kong's advantages as an international city to promote global I&T co-operation and bring
together leading researchers from around the world to conduct R&D in collaboration
with local universities. The Government has encouraged the research centres under
InnoHK to further increase the adoption rate of R&D projects, promote recognition in
the industry and accelerate technology transfer and commercialisation of R&D
outcomes. It is worth noting that MicroSigX's technology is in part underpinned by the
research conducted at Microbiota I-Center, a research centre established under
InnoHK. We are happy to see that our research centres under InnoHK are turning
upstream R&D into real application and products in the market.

Today's pilot initiative not only marks a milestone in commercialisation of research and
development outcomes, but also benefits the underprivileged local families by
providing free tests to those in need with the assistance of non-governmental
organisations. This is exactly our ultimate goal in promoting I&T: harnessing
technological breakthroughs to benefit our society as a whole. We genuinely hope that
advances in technology will bring meaningful benefits for society at large and improve
people's quality of life.

The Government will continue to provide robust policy and support to enhance the
overall I&T ecosystem in Hong Kong and develop Hong Kong into an international I&T
centre. Let us work hand in hand to realise this vision. Thank you.

https://www.bastillepost.com/global/article/5461558-cuhk-and-microsigx-launch-
innovative-test-for-early-autism-diagnosis Back to top
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Chinese University of Hong Kong, MicroSigX Partner to Offer Microbiome Autism Risk
Test

staff reporter

NEW YORK —The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) said Wednesday that it has
struck a deal with startup MicroSigX Biotech Diagnostic to offer an investigational
microbiome test for autism to 200 eligible children under a pilot project.
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The test stems from findings by CUHK investigators — who recently cofounded
MicroSigX as a spinout of the university — that certain gut microbial community
features are associated with autism spectrum disorder and could be used to diagnoses
the condition.

Based on the research, which was published last year, the scientists developed the
MSX Metagenie test that analyzes microbial signatures in fecal samples to generate an
autism risk score. Last year, the technology received breakthrough device designation
from the US Food and Drug Administration.

MicroSigX and CUHK have partnered for a pilot project that will offer the test through
nonprofits to 200 children aged 18 months to 4 years who have shown autism
symptoms but have no formal diagnosis, the university said.

The partners also plan to work with various nongovernmental organizations and
neurodevelopmental experts to provide objective autism risk assessments and support
to families of patients. Further, CUHK's medical department aims to establish a center
to develop autism assessment training programs.

The initiative "not only marks a milestone in commercialization of research and
development outcomes but also benefits the underprivileged local families by providing
free tests to those in need with the assistance of nongovernmental organizations," Sun
Dong, Hong Kong's secretary for innovation, technology, and industry, said in a
statement.

https://www.genomeweb.com/business-news/chinese-university-hong-kong-
microsigx-partner-offer-microbiome-autism-risk-test Back to top
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Chinese University of Hong Kong to offer free autism test for 200 young children

e University to launch pilot project in January using new technology that tests stool
samples and provides results as quickly as one week later

The Chinese University of Hong Kong will offer free autism screening for 200 young
children with suspected symptoms under a pilot project using a newly developed tool
that tests stool samples and can provide results as quickly as one week later.

Researchers at the university said on Wednesday that they and a spin-off company,
MicroSigX, would start screening children between the ages of 18 months and four
years from January next year.

Professor Ng Siew Chien, an associate dean at the institution’s medical faculty who
helped develop the tool, said the technology would be something “parents could easily
use at home” to help identify children with autism.


https://www.genomeweb.com/business-news/chinese-university-hong-kong-microsigx-partner-offer-microbiome-autism-risk-test
https://www.genomeweb.com/business-news/chinese-university-hong-kong-microsigx-partner-offer-microbiome-autism-risk-test

“Now we can effectively rule out those children who have no risk, and we can channel
our energy and the whole system to help those at high risk,” she said.

The researchers cited a figure from a paper published in The Lancet Psychiatry this year
that indicated Hong Kong currently had more than 22,000 children diagnosed with
autism, part of an upwards trend in recent years.

The team said the screening tool could analyse a small faecal sample for various
microbial signatures such as bacteria, archaea, fungi and viruses before the data was
processed using an artificial intelligence-based model to generate an autism risk score.

The researchers said the tool had a sensitivity level of 91 per cent. The samples could
be collected at home and sent to a laboratory, with the results ready in sevento 10
days, they added.

Professor Ng Siew Chien has said the screening device will be something “parents
could easily use at home” to help identify children with autism. Photo: Edmond So

Professor Ng Siew Chien has said the screening device will be something “parents
could easily use at home” to help identify children with autism. Photo: Edmond So

Last year, the technology received the “breakthrough device designation” from the
United States Food and Drug Administration, a status that calls for the product’s
development to be expedited for patient access.

Professor Francis Chan Ka-leung, a member of the university’s research team, said it
previously could take a long time to determine whether a child had autism.

“Before this [technology], families with autistic [children] would be referred to
specialists and undergo repeated and long-term clinical assessment ... before they
could get areport,” he said.

The team said that parents could call a designated hotline for inquiries and registration
if they suspected their children had autism but were not formally diagnosed.

The screening tool will be used for the pilot project and is expected to launch on the
market for public use in the third quarter of next year, with plans for it to be available
locally, in mainland China and overseas.

Chan said the price was expected to be set at an “affordable” level.

The university also plans to establish an advancement centre for autism, which will
offer training programmes related to the condition for healthcare professionals and the
public.

The centre aimed to educate the public about the condition and, in the long run, create
an environment that offered comprehensive support for people with autism, the team
said.



https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-
environment/article/3336806/chinese-university-hong-kong-offer-free-autism-test-
200-young-children Back to top
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[Hong Kong Today] CUHK develops stool test for autism

Chinese University's faculty of medicine has launched what it describes as pioneering
technology designed to assess the risk of autism spectrum disorder, or ASD, in
children. As Hailey Yip reports, the new tech has the potential to greatly improve early
detection of the disorder.


https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/3336806/chinese-university-hong-kong-offer-free-autism-test-200-young-children
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/3336806/chinese-university-hong-kong-offer-free-autism-test-200-young-children
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CU Medicine to launch breakthrough tech detecting autism risk for children

The Chinese University's Faculty of Medicine will launch a program next year offering
free gut microbiome testing to 200 children to help assess the risk of autism spectrum
disorder.

The initiative is based on a collaboration between CU Medicine and its spin-off
company, MicroSigX Biotech Diagnostic, which has developed what it describes as the
world's first "Al-powered multikingdom microbial biomarkers technology" designed to
support early intervention for high-risk cases.

The technology builds on earlier CU Medicine research that found children with ASD
showed delayed gut microbiome maturity compared with typically developing children.

The test requires a small stool sample to measure microbial characteristics, including
bacteria, archaea, and viruses. The data are analyzed using artificial intelligence to
generate an ASD risk score for each child.

Test results will be available within two to three weeks. A negative result indicates that
ASD can be ruled out, with a predictive value of more than 95 percent.

In January, the research team will partner with a non-profit organization to roll out a
pilot program offering free testing to 200 eligible preschool children aged between 18
months and four years who show suspected signs of autism but have not yet received a
formal diagnosis.

The test is expected to be made available to the public in the third quarter of next year,
with the aim of helping parents detect autism in their children at an early stage.

Associate Dean (Research) and Croucher professor in Medical Sciences Ng Siew-chien
said the patented technology received certification under the Breakthrough Devices
Program of the US Food and Drug Administration last year, being recognized for its
potential as an innovative adjunct diagnostic tool. Sandra Chan Sau-man, professorin
the Department of Psychiatry, said the test could provide doctors with clinical



reference data to help rule out low-risk cases, easing parents' concerns and allowing
resources to be focused on higher-risk groups.

Francis Chan Ka-leung, professor of medicine and therapeutics, said the pilot scheme
will prioritize families with financial difficulties, while the test will be offered at an
affordable price when it becomes publicly available in the third quarter of next year. He
added that, in the longer term, the team hopes to promote the test in overseas markets.

CU Medicine also plans to establish an Advancement Centre for Autism to provide
training for community healthcare professionals and offer more comprehensive
support for families.

At the same event, Secretary for Innovation, Technology and Industry Sun Dong said the
government has funded 49 projects through the first two rounds of Research, Academic
and Industry Sectors One-plus Scheme, covering health and medicine, new materials
and new energy, as well as Al and robotics, with total funding exceeding US$2 billion
(HK$15.6 billion). Back to top
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